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Regional location: Atherton  

Discover your next chapter with Resources 
Relocating to Atherton? 

Here’s what you need to know for a smooth moving! 
 

 

 
If you are ready to be part of an extraordinary work experience, with good pay, work life balance and 
benefits? Join Resources and make Atherton your next work outback journey! 

There’s lots to love about the heart of the Outback. 
 

About Atherton Discover tropical lifestyle and enriching mining heritage here! 

• Atherton is a town located in the Tablelands region of Tropical Far North 

Queensland, Australia. Named after John Atherton, an early settler and 

pioneer pastoralist in the region is a fertile plateau in Far North Queensland, 

which is known for its diverse agricultural and scenic landscapes. 

• Serving as a hub for agriculture, Atherton boasts amenities for residents and 

visitors, surrounded by lush rainforests and waterfalls. It's a popular 

destination for nature enthusiasts with outdoor activities like hiking and bird 

watching. 

• The town has historical significance with heritage-listed buildings, reflecting 

its past. Atherton offers a distinctive Australian experience with a warm 

community and vibrant culture. 
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For more details refer to Atherton Tablelands- Free Visitor Guide on Official 

Atherton tablelands website. 

Population  
• Atherton is a town with a close-knit community with a population catering to a 

friendly and welcoming atmosphere. 

• One of the Australia’s largest town in the Central West region, with a growing 

population upward of 7,348. 

Weather 
• Winter daytime temperatures: 20°C to 25°C 

• Summer daytime temperatures: 25°C to 31°C 

• Summer nights have cooler temperatures, perfect for comfortable overnight 

sleep 

• Enjoy warm to hot days during summer, but experience pleasant nights for 

restful sleep 

 

Proximity cities and 

towns 

 

• Here are a few of the closest towns, and major regional centre, presented in a 

table format: 

Town Location Relative to Atherton 
Approximate Drive Time from 

Atherton 

Tolga East 10 minutes 

Yungaburra Southeast 15 minutes 

Walkamin Northeast 15 minutes 

Malanda South 20 minutes 

Herberton Southwest 20 minutes 
 

Public 

Transportation 

Services 

Transport 

Service Type 
Details 

Bus Services • Atherton provides efficient bus services, connecting local 

residents and visitors to various destinations within the 

region. 

• Operated by Trans North Bus & Coach Service, passengers 

can hail a ride from Atherton to Cairns and purchase tickets 

directly from the driver.  

• For more details visit their official website for comprehensive 

information on bus stops, timetables, and fares at Trans North 

Bus Service. 

• Note: 'Hail & Ride' service allows passengers to purchase 

tickets directly from the driver upon boarding. Cash payment 

required. 

https://www.athertontablelands.com.au/wp-content/source/#page=2
https://www.transnorthbus.com.au/bus-services/cairns-atherton
https://www.transnorthbus.com.au/bus-services/cairns-atherton
https://www.transnorthbus.com.au/bus-services/cairns-atherton
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Taxi Services • Efficient taxi services like (Taxi 131 008) and rideshare 

options like Uber are readily available in Atherton, offering 

convenience and on-demand transportation. 

Queensland 

Railway 

• Atherton does not have a suburban rail service, but bus, and 

taxi services make up for it with their availability. 

• If you plan to travel from Brisbane, a train can be taken from 

Brisbane Roma Street to Gordonvale, from where Atherton is 

reachable by taxi/car, providing diverse transportation 

options.  

• Visit TransLink for more details. 

 

Airport Fortunately, you have the ease of getting to 

Atherton in your favour.  

• The nearest major airport is in Cairns, 

only a 3-hour flight from Brisbane.  

• After landing, a short one-hour drive will 

bring you from Cairns Airport to the heart of 

Atherton.  

• Alternatively, you could fly into Townsville 

Airport and undertake a scenic 4-hour drive 

to reach Atherton.  

Education 

institutions  

 

Here is a comprehensive overview of the educational landscape in Atherton, 

showcasing the city's top educational institutions distinguished by their outstanding 

performance in NAPLAN rankings.  

Institution Type 
For more details visit institutional official 

website on below links 

High School Atherton State High School  

Christian College Jubilee Christian College  

School St. Joseph's School  

Kindergarten Atherton District Kindergarten  

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c0e3fe40811ad047JmltdHM9MTcwMTA0MzIwMCZpZ3VpZD0wYTU3MWJkZC1kODNhLTZmNDEtMTdkNS0wODk0ZDlkNzZlNDQmaW5zaWQ9NTI5Mw&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=0a571bdd-d83a-6f41-17d5-0894d9d76e44&psq=(Taxi+131+008)+atherton&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuMTMxMDA4LmNvbS9jZ2ktYmluL2NhcnQvY3VzdG9tL2VucXVpcmllcy5jZ2k_cmVnaW9uPUF0aGVydG9uJnN0PVF1ZWVuc2xhbmQ&ntb=1
https://athertonshs.eq.edu.au/
https://www.jubileecc.qld.edu.au/
https://www.stjoeys.qld.edu.au/
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=edf51bc9e53993aeJmltdHM9MTcwMTA0MzIwMCZpZ3VpZD0wYTU3MWJkZC1kODNhLTZmNDEtMTdkNS0wODk0ZDlkNzZlNDQmaW5zaWQ9NTI5NQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=0a571bdd-d83a-6f41-17d5-0894d9d76e44&psq=Atherton+District+Kindergarten&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWNlY3FhLmdvdi5hdS9yZXNvdXJjZXMvbmF0aW9uYWwtcmVnaXN0ZXJzL3NlcnZpY2VzL2F0aGVydG9uLWNvbW11bml0eS1raW5kZXJnYXJ0ZW4&ntb=1
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Other Schools Catholic Schools 

University Centre Tablelands University Centreat  

University Central Queensland University  

University James Cook University  

TAFE Atherton TAFE Campus 

Note: James Cook University in Cairns and Central Queensland University in 

Rockhampton are nearby institutions and within reach for Atherton residents. 

Tablelands 

Regional Council 
• Council provides and supports on daily basis to make Tablelands an 

accessible and liveable city via  range of events for the community. 

• Check Tablelands Regional Council dedicated page to Atherton at Discover 

the Real Atherton Tablelands  

• For more details visit Tablelands Regional Council website here. 

Video on Atherton 

Tablelands 

Visit this video on drive to Atherton tablelands provide what Atheron has to offer. 

https://youtu.be/dJbNoNyQsNE?si=-roybI99CNRLfuXy  

 

 

Cost of Living 

Rent Per Month 

 

Rent Prices in Atherton are approximately 36% lower than in Greater Brisbane providing 

more savings on cost of living to your wallet. 

 

https://www.cns.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/atherton-tablelands-region/
https://www.tuc.edu.au/
https://www.cqu.edu.au/about-us/locations/rockhampton
https://www.jcu.edu.au/about-jcu/campuses/north-queensland
https://tafeqld.edu.au/about/campus-locations/far-north-queensland/atherton
https://www.trc.qld.gov.au/
https://www.trc.qld.gov.au/
https://www.trc.qld.gov.au/touch-the-top-discover-the-real-atherton-tablelands/
https://www.trc.qld.gov.au/touch-the-top-discover-the-real-atherton-tablelands/
https://www.trc.qld.gov.au/
https://youtu.be/dJbNoNyQsNE?si=-roybI99CNRLfuXy
https://www.youtube.com/embed/dJbNoNyQsNE?feature=oembed
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Property Type 

Greater 

Brisbane 

AU$ 

Atherton 

(Tablelands) 

AU$ 

Difference 

in Median 

AU$ 

% Difference 

Apartment (1 Bedroom) 1680 1028 652 - 38.81% 

Apartment (2 Bedroom) 2160 1200 960 - 44.44% 

Apartment (3 Bedroom) 2120 1600 520 - 24.53% 

Note: This is a rough estimation and might change based on standard of living 

priorities. 

 

Utilities (Monthly) 

 

 

Consumer Prices in Atherton are 58% lower than in Brisbane (without rent) 

Utilities (Monthly) Brisbane Atherton 
% 

Difference 

Basic (Electricity, Heating, Cooling, 

Water, Garbage) for 85m2 Apartment 
345.50 A$ 145.00 A$      -58.0 % 

Internet (60 Mbps or More, Unlimited 

Data, Cable/ADSL) 
93.47 A$ 73.50 A$      -21.4 % 

 

Shopping precincts, 

Family outings 

community events 

and markets 

Being able to rummage round a market while shopping, taking a golden opportunity to 

meet local people, buy food and beverages grown in the area and just absorb the 

individual character of each town! 

• Woolworths, Coles, Big W, Kmart, and more stores for everyday shopping 

• Yungaburra Markets, Malanda Markets, Tablelands Folk Festival and Taste of 

the Tablelands Festival are quite a few things happening throughout the year 

at Atherton. 

For more information on main shopping centres, visit the Markets for locations. 

 

Childcare Childcare cost in Atherton are 23% lower than in Brisbane 

Childcare Brisbane Atherton % Difference 

Preschool (or Kindergarten), Full 

Day, Private, Monthly for 1 Child 
2,616.67 A$ 2,000.00 A$ -23.6 % 

International Primary School, 

Yearly for 1 Child 
13,523.33 A$ 4,850.00 A$ -64.1 % 

 

Recreation, Sports, 

and Leisure Sports And Leisure Brisbane Atherton % Difference 

Fitness Club, Monthly Fee for 1 Adult 74.01 A$ 42.67 A$      - 42.4 % 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f1c5363efbc2d4fbJmltdHM9MTcwMTA0MzIwMCZpZ3VpZD0wYTU3MWJkZC1kODNhLTZmNDEtMTdkNS0wODk0ZDlkNzZlNDQmaW5zaWQ9NTUxNA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=0a571bdd-d83a-6f41-17d5-0894d9d76e44&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmluZy5jb20vYWxpbmsvbGluaz91cmw9aHR0cHMlM2ElMmYlMmZ3d3cud29vbHdvcnRocy5jb20uYXUlMmZzaG9wJTJmc3RvcmVsb2NhdG9yJTJmcWxkLWF0aGVydG9uLTI1NTgmc291cmNlPXNlcnAtbG9jYWwmaD04NURBWmFEd2dBRlpkY3MlMmZEeWFxeUs3JTJmdW9UcnpUNnV0RWVNd1ZCQ1JlNCUzZCZwPWx3X2didCZpZz0wMzU5RUFFMkJCMTE0RUIyQjNENUJBMzczRDFCQjFCNiZ5cGlkPVlOMzcyNHgxNDIxNzU4NzkzMzY4MzY1MjY5Mw&ntb=1
https://www.athertontablelands.com.au/cant-miss-markets/


6 
 

Regional location: Atherton  

Cinema, International Release, 1 Seat 22.00 A$ 20.00 A$      - 9.1 % 

 

Restaurants Restaurant Prices in Atherton are 25% lower than in Brisbane 

Restaurants Brisbane Atherton 
% 

Difference 

Meal, Inexpensive Restaurant 28.00 A$ 21.00 A$      -25.0 % 

Meal for 2 People, Mid-range 

Restaurant, Three-course 
155.00 A$ 110.00 A$      -29.0 % 

 

Medical and 

Hospitals 

Hospitals: 

There are 13 hospitals including Cairns and Tablelands region. 

Below are the list of the nearest hospitals that provide service to Atherton and links: 

• Atherton Hospital. 

• Herberton Hospital. 

• Cairns Hospital. 

• Mareeba Hospital. 

For more details visit official website at Hospitals and Health centres QLD Government 

 

Telehealth 

• Additionally, the Queensland Government provides vital Telehealth emergency 

support to assist clinicians and patients in rural areas, thereby minimising 

patient transfers to larger hospital centres.  

• This user-friendly system leverages video conferencing technology to 

facilitate various healthcare procedures efficiently and effectively. This 

innovative approach to healthcare delivery ensures you stay connected with 

your health professional, regardless of your location. 

• For more details visit their official website at Telehealth emergency support 

here. 

Recreation  

Day trip 
• Enjoy the chance to immerse yourself in nature by swimming in crystal-clear 

waters and encountering the native Australian wildlife, elusive yet intriguing. 

Engross yourself in the history of this pivotal region, a crucial supplier of 

Queensland's produce, whilst indulging in a variety of delightful local food and 

drinks.  

• Don't miss exploring the Millaa Millaa Falls Circuit, soaring above the ground 

in a hot air balloon ride, delving into the lush beauty of Paronella Park, or 

spending a peaceful day bird watching and bushwalking.  

• For a thoughtfully varied trip, plan stops at Lake Barrine and the Crater Lakes 

National Park, proceed onwards to Wrights Creek Falls and Lake Eacham, 

take in the view at the Yungaburra Platypus Viewing Platform, and finally 

https://www.cairns-hinterland.health.qld.gov.au/hospitals-and-health-centres/atherton-hospital
https://www.cairns-hinterland.health.qld.gov.au/hospitals-and-health-centres/herberton-hospital
https://www.cairns-hinterland.health.qld.gov.au/hospitals-and-health-centres/cairns-hospital
https://www.cairns-hinterland.health.qld.gov.au/hospitals-and-health-centres/mareeba-hospital
https://www.cairns-hinterland.health.qld.gov.au/hospitals-and-health-centres
https://telehealth.health.qld.gov.au/webapp/home


7 
 

Regional location: Atherton  

delve into local history at the Mareeba Heritage Museum. Experience the 

beauty, diversity, and history of Atherton through these fascinating stops. 

• To know how you can plan a day trip for revitalisation – Visit this Blog and 

Road trip video link here  

 

 

Other things to do 

 

You can spend your days enjoying scenic country drives, breathtaking waterfalls, 

wildlife spotting, mountain bike trails, local food tasting and unearthing the fascinating 

geological history and unique experiences that only the Atherton Tablelands can offer. 

For more details refer to digital guide brochure on Discover Real Atherton Tablelands 

official website here, 

About Resources 

Office site address 

and any shared govt 

setup 

 

For more details refer to Business Centre location 

Address: 25 Mabel Street, Atherton QLD 4883 

Contact: 13 QGOV (13 74 68) 

 

Business 

groups/disciplines 

we hire 

Service Information Details 

Operating Hours 9 am - 4 pm, Monday - Friday (excluding public 

holidays) 

Available Services Land Valuations and State Land Management 

Local Government Tablelands 

Email for Land Valuations 

Enquiries 

ValOperations2@resources.qld.gov.au 

Email for State Land Enquiries SLAMlodgement@resources.qld.gov.au 

 

Always ensure to contact during operating hours and select the appropriate email 

based on your enquiry for a prompt response. 

For more details visit: By business centre locations | Department of Resources 

https://australiayourway.com/atherton-tableland/
https://www.youtube.com/embed/XOo88wJLLng?feature=oembed
https://www.therealatherton.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/J00842_TRC_TOUCHTHETOP_2023_BROCHURE.pdf
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=7da89466c03f9e2aJmltdHM9MTY5OTE0MjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0wYTU3MWJkZC1kODNhLTZmNDEtMTdkNS0wODk0ZDlkNzZlNDQmaW5zaWQ9NTI2OA&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=0a571bdd-d83a-6f41-17d5-0894d9d76e44&psq=445+Flinders+St.%2c+Townsville&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmVzb3VyY2VzLnFsZC5nb3YuYXUvY29udGFjdC11cy9ieS1idXNpbmVzcy1jZW50cmUtbG9jYXRpb25z&ntb=1
https://www.resources.qld.gov.au/contact-us/by-business-centre-locations#atherton
https://www.youtube.com/embed/XOo88wJLLng?feature=oembed
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Number of staff Approximately 10 Resources staff, from across our Lands Division. 

Locality allowance 

and Recreation 

leave Benefits 

 

 

Provision Detail 

Locality 

Allowance 

Full fortnightly rate set at $69.00. Half-rates or prorated rates may 

apply for certain situations. 

Recreational 

Leave 

Entitlement of 5 weeks, or 25 days, per annum. 

Leave Loading Equivalent to 14% of annual recreational leave accrual. Paid annually in 

December. 

Further 

Information 

For more details, refer to Locality Allowances (Directive 16/18) and 

Schedule 2 RAIS Incentive on the Queensland Government's official 

website. 

Please note, the allowance payments may vary depending on personal circumstances 

including part-time work or other factors. 

 

  

https://www.forgov.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0028/185491/1618-locality-allowances.pdf
https://itpqld.sharepoint.com/sites/SPO-DAF-ITP-IM-IS/PR/Register/Corporate/DNRM/rural-remote-area-incentive-schedule-2-bonus-rates.pdf


 

 

  
 

 


